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attracting many of the students in the north
of India. It is usually strongly anti-Christian
and anti-foreign.

(3) There is a third class of students, young
men whose secular education has robbed them
of their old religious ideals without giving
them anything to supply their spiritual need.
They have not the religious life of the simple
people among the masses, and have losb their
great inheritance of the past. Their faith in
the gods and ceremonies of Hinduism has been
dispelled, and the growth of materialism and
scepticism is evident among a number. A few
students call themselves agnostics, and eagerly
devour the rationalistic anti-Christian literature
now available in English. The tendency to
materialism is not nearly as strong, however,
as among the students of the Far East. Although
the figures are obviously incomplete, there
were at the last census only seventeen persons
willing to avow themselves atheists, and only
fifty agnostics out of a population of over three
hundred millions.

Hinduism conditions life for most of the
students of India,1 and of all religions it is the
most elastic, amorphous and undefinable. Its

1 Among male students in the Arts Colleges of British India there
arc 15,1^7 Hindus, 1488 Mohammedans, 700 Christians, and 8f>
Buddhisti (Progress of Education in India, vol. ii. p. 226).